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Personal info

Full name

EDWARDS, William Hampton "Bill"

Date of birth

4 January 1917

Age

27

Place of birth

Ironton, Lawrence County, Ohio

Hometown

Ironton, Lawrence County, Ohio

Military service

Service number

O-024708

Rank

Captain

Unit

49th Fighter Squadron,
14th Fighter Group

Awards

Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster

Death & Grave

Status

Killed in Action

Date of death

26 November 1944

Cemetery

American War Cemetery Lorraine

Plot Row Grave

D 4 14

https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/31323-edwards-william-hampton-bill


Immediate family

Members

Walter A. Edwards (father)

Mary (Hampton) Edwards (mother)

Walter A. Edwards (brother)

Mary W. (Pierce) Edwards (wife)

Susan Edwards (daughter)

Plane data

Serial number

44-24424

Data

Type: P-38L
Nickname: Ohio Kid
Destination: Seregélyes, Hungary
Mission: Strafe mission
MACR: 100083

More information

William H. Edwards graduated from Ironton High School in 1935. He attended Ohio State University, where he was a

member of the Reserve Officers' Training Corps (R.O.T.C.). In 1938, he won an appointment to the Military Academy.

Upon graduation, he was commissioned in the Field Artillery and was assigned to the Air Corps for flight training. He

trained as a pursuit pilot at Spence Field in Moultrie, Georgia, and received his wings on 13 December 1942. In August

1944, he was sent overseas.

Per Capt Temple Bowling Jr.:

"After passing south of the target, the squadron broke sharply to the left with the exception of Green flight led by Capt

Edwards. This flight was continuing straight ahead on a course of approximately 45 degrees, then starting a gradual turn to

the left. When the squadron rejoined, Capt Edwards was missing; the time was approximately 1500 hours. Edwards' plane

was shot down by anti-aircraft fire."



Photos

Source of information: Peter Schouteten, www.abmc.gov, www.wwiimemorial.com - Mary P. Kerr, www.ancestry.com - Headstone and Interment Record / 1930 Census, www.fold3.com,
www.findagrave.com - John Dowdy, https://alumni.westpointaog.org/memorial-article?id=a8a49b22-69af-4552-a925-02728a9f5b22,

http://aircrewremembered.com/USAAFCombatOperations/Nov.44.html 
Photo source: Jack Solomon, Ironton High School 1935, www.findagrave.com
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