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Personal info

Full name

LA BADIE, Burton Mervine

Date of birth

30 June 1926

Age

18

Place of birth

East Stroudsburg, Monroe County,
Pennsylvania

Hometown

Stroudsburg, Monroe County, Pennsylvania

Military service

Service number

33943095

Rank

Private First Class

Unit

I Company,
3rd Battalion,
311th Infantry Regiment,
78th Infantry Division

Awards

Purple Heart

Death & Grave

Status

Killed in Action

Date of death

2 April 1945

Cemetery

American War Cemetery Margraten

Plot Row Grave

H 16 21

https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/19867-la-badie-burton-mervine


Immediate family

Members

Emile La Badie (father)

Mary A. (Dunfield) La Badie (mother)

William H. La Badie (brother)

George E. La Badie (brother)

Horace L. La Badie (brother)

June M. La Badie (sister)

Charles G. La Badie (brother)

Kenneth L. La Badie (brother)

Freda La Badie (sister)

Louise La Badie (sister)

More information

Pfc Burton M. La Badie graduated from Stroudsburg High School.

He enlisted in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania on 19 October 1944.

His Regimental Commander, Col. C. M. Willingham, wrote a letter to his parents, explaining what had happened with their

son. The colonel tells that he was killed instantly in the vicinity of Merten, Germany, by enemy rifle fire during action in

which his company was engaged. It stated his remains were interred in a well-marked and well-planned American

cemetery at Ittenbach, Germany, in a burial service at which a Protestant chaplain officiated. The commanding officer paid

tribute to his splendid conduct, saying: "His excellent traits of character set a good example for the men in his

organization. Recently Burton was awarded the Combat Infantryman's Badge for exemplary conduct in action against the

enemy. He was very devoted and loyal to his organization and strived to make it the best in the army. With Burton's

passing we have lost a true friend, a brave comrade, a loyal American, and a fine soldier." 

A comrade, Sgt Thompson, also wrote a letter, dated June 8: "I feel it's my duty to write a few lines and express my very

deepest sympathy. "I knew Burton, in fact he was in my squad and one of my best and most reliable men. Although he was

with us only a short time, we grew to admire him very much. It was during a counterattack that he was killed across the

Sieg River. He and a buddy were in a two-man foxhole guarding our flank when the Jerries struck back with overwhelming

numbers of men and weapons. If it had not been for his heroic devotion to duty, none of us would be alive today. He and his

buddy, although surrounded, fought until the end. All our efforts to relieve the situation wer futile. Mrs. LaBadie, you can

be proud to have had a son such as Burton. I know that more words cannot help remedy your great loss. His passing will

not have been in vain, this I promise."



Photos

Source of information: Peter Schouteten, Carol LaBadie Bonifacic (nephew), Jim Adams (Librarian Eastern Monroe Public Library) www.abmc.gov, www.wwiimemorial.com, www.archives.gov -
WWII Enlistment Record, www.ancestry.com - 1940 Census / Headstone and Interment Record / Veteran Compensation Application File / Family Tree

Photo source: www.findagrave.com - Des Philippet
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