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Personal info

Full name

TJEPKEMA, Richard J

Date of birth Age Place of birth
25 November 1922 22 Wisconsin
Hometown

Vesper, Wood County, Wisconsin

T

Military service Death & Grave
Service number Status
36845502 Killed in Action
Rank Date of death
Private 1 March 1945
Unit Cemetery
39th Infantry Regiment, American War Cemetery Henri-Chapelle
9th Infantry Division
Plot Row Grave
Awards
Purple Heart D 7 14

Fields of Honor
Foundation


https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/18413-tjepkema-richard-j

Immediate family

Members

Dick J. Tjepkema (father)

Gertrude (De Groot) Tjepkema (mother)
Jacob Tjepkema (brother)

Sidney Tjepkema (brother)

Ida Tjepkema (sister)

Rita Tjepkema (sister)

Roy Tjepkema (brother)

Clarence Tjepkema (brother)

More information
Pvt Tjepkema was a cheesemaker before he enlisted on 15 July 1944. He was sentoverseas in December 1944.

Statement from Col David M. Blackburn (friend):

"Private Richard J. Tjepkema served as a member of the 39th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division. On 1 March 1945
the 9th Infantry Division had just ended one operation and was about to begin another operation. The location of the
Division on 1 March 1945 was approximately 5 miles south of Diiren, Germany. The first operation was the Roer river
crossing; It took place from 26 February 1945 until 1 March 1945. On 26 February 1945, the 9th Infantry Division's 39th
Infantry Regiment executed a deliberate river crossing operation. After the crossing, they attacked South to expand the
Bridgehead. German resistance was strong because the 9th Division crossed in the sector defended by the battle worthy
German 3rd Parachute Division. This operation concluded on 1 March 1945. The river crossing enabled the U.S. Il Corps
(9th Division was part of |1l Corps) to begin Operation Lumberjack. Lumberjack's objective was to gain the West Bank of
the Rhine river. Lumberjack went from 1 March to 7 March 1945. Lumberjack led to the capture of the Ludendorff Bridge
at Remagen on 7 March 1945 (by the 9th Armored Division). Private Richard J. Tjepkema has been killed in action (after)
crossing the Roer river."

A memorial statue has been placed for Pvt Richard J. Tjepkema at the Green Mound Cemetery, Holmen, La Crosse County,
Wisconsin.
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