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Personal info

Full name

TJOMSLAND, Earl E

Date of birth

13 December 1916

Age

27

Place of birth

Wisconsin

Hometown

Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota

Military service

Service number

O-755791

Rank

First Lieutenant

Unit

333rd Bombardment Squadron,
94th Bombardment Group, Heavy

Awards

Distinguished Flying Cross,
Purple Heart,
Air Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clusters

Death & Grave

Status

Killed in Action

Date of death

6 October 1944

Cemetery

American War Cemetery Margraten

Plot Row Grave

B 18 22

https://memorial.fieldsofhonor.com/case/13758-tjomsland-earl-e


Immediate family

Members

Mathew A. Tjomsland (father)

Mathilda J. Tjomsland (mother)

Marvin M. Tjomsland (brother)

Arthur L. Tjomsland (brother)

Opal C. Tjomsland (sister)

Joan A. Tjomsland (sister)

Gladys O. (Lumde) Tjomsland (wife)

Patricia Tjomsland (daughter)

Plane data

Serial number

43-38207

Data

Type: B-17G
Destination: Berlin, Germany
MACR: 9351

More information

1st Lt Earl E. Tjomsland attended South High School and was employed by the Miswest Electrical Wholesale Co.

He enlisted in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 2 June 1942. 

He never saw his nine-month-old daughter, Patricia.

At approximately 20 minutes after departure of English coast while flying about 53º15'N - 03º30'E, the aircraft left the

formation, peeling off to the right and flew in a westerly direction. One engine was feathered. Flying control of the home

base of this aircraft received a message from this aircraft asking at what position their bomb load could be dropped.

Requested information was immediately given but the message was never acknowledged. At 0943 hours the message was

given that an aircraft was ditching. The aircraft landed on the water while flying from South to North, landed safely and

remained afloat for approximately one minute. No persons were observed to leave the aircraft. Eventually two bodies

(both men, Major James E Blount (Co-Pilot) and T/Sgt Frank J Colestro (T.T. Gunner) were drowned) and a empty dinghy

were picked up near the scene of the ditching. No other crew member could be found so it is therefore believed that the

remainder of the crew drowned.

1st Lt Tjomsland washed up on the West Zeeland Flanders coast. Buried by the Germans at the general cemetery in

Groede, Netherlands. Excavated on July 20, 1945 and transferred to Margraten, Netherlands.



Photos

Source of information: Peter Schouteren, www.wwiimemorial.com, www.archives.gov - WWII Enlistment Record, www.ancestry.com - 1930/1940 Census / School Yearbook / Headstone and
Interment Record, www.usaafdata.com, www.fold3.com - MACR, http://8thafhs.com - MIA Aircraft, www.usaafdata.com, www.newspapers.com - Star Tribune

Photo source: www.findagrave.com - Des Philippet, via Arie-Jan van Hees, Pilot Class Book 43-I, Gardner Field, California, www.newspapers.com - Star Tribune

http://www.wwiimemorial.com
http://www.archives.gov
http://www.ancestry.com
http://www.usaafdata.com
http://www.fold3.com
http://8thafhs.com
http://www.usaafdata.com
http://www.newspapers.com
http://www.findagrave.com
http://www.newspapers.com

	Personal info
	Military service
	Death & Grave
	Immediate family
	Plane data
	More information
	Photos

